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it’s complicated….



“…and that, ladies & gentlemen, is how a woman’s mind works…”





“Wax Venus”, London Science Museum



William Burke  &  William Hare …



Burke & Hare

The Body Snatchers…



Private medical school of 
dr Robert Knox…

Glasgow, Scotland, 1828







The execution of William Burke





Alder Hey Hospital, Liverpool



“Staff pathologist at Alder Hey Hospital, Professor 
Dick van Velzen, …took hundreds of organs from 

children who died at the Liverpool hospital when he 
worked there between 1989 and 1995…



…After the scandal emerged in 1999, hundreds of 
distressed parents, who had been unaware they had buried 
their children with missing body parts, were forced to 
hold second funerals…”



… Chief Medical Officer Liam Donaldson’s report was that  
organ removals and retention, had 

“reached an almost ghoulish intensity”…



… Health Secretary Alan Milburn reported it as "grotesque“… 

the “…Alder Hey report was the most shocking that he had read”.

… "on a scale and in a way that is horrific beyond anything anybody 
will have seen in this country”…



ALDER HEY SCANDAL DOCTOR 

IN THE CLEAR

Alder Hey pathologist will not face criminal charges

Crown Prosecution Service (Jun 2004): 

“...there was no prospect of being able to establish that a criminal 
offence had been committed." 









February 2008



Sun, 10/16/2011 

“Health News, China:

Beijing: Three doctors 
have been arrested for 
illegally harvesting human 
organs in north China's 
Hebei province…”

http://www.topnews.in/health/


Pretoria News 
2013-10-01
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NATIONAL HEALTH ACT 

(Act 61 of 2003)

Chapter 8: 

Control of use of blood, blood products, 
tissue and gametes in humans







2nd March 2012











Obiter, 2013



NHA 2003 Ch 8

NHA – Gen Tissue  Regs 2012













50 SHADES OF GREY…
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FPS Regulations
- updated 2018



20072007



Human Organs & Tissue

Heart, kidney, pancreas, lung, 
liver… 

Cornea, bone, tendons, skin, 
heart valves



Newlands Rugby Stadium, Cape Town

Capacity: 52, 000



Use of human tissue:

Teaching

Training

Transplant

Therapeutic

Research

Reproductive…





Daily paper, Houston, Texas



• >20 000 gunshot fatalities     
annually in SA… 



Sunday Times

April 2003



~20 000 road traffic 
fatalities per year…



Calabash Stadium, Johannesburg

Capacity: 84, 000

80,000 non-natural deaths p.a. in SA











Medicine Science & the Law 2009







Medicine, Science and  Law, 2010







Perhaps the most important and positive lesson 
that has been learned from this experience is 

that there is no quick solution; there are no easy 
answers to the organ shortage….”

Ehrle et al

Critical Care Nurse 1999





“The only people who have 
something to say are scientists –
and they don’t know how to say it”.

Dr James Barry













https://www.bmj.com/content/354/bmj.i5199

https://www.bmj.com/content/354/bmj.i5199






NHI…



"It is change, continuing change, inevitable change, that is the 
dominant factor in society today. 

No sensible decision can be made any longer without taking into 
account not only the world as it is, but the world as it will be."

Isaac Asimov (1920 - 1992)


















